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AFTER 5 YEARS, MILL’S FACELIFT 
IS NEARLY COMPLETED 

 
  
 Early last summer, after replacing siding, trim boards and repairing windows, Countryside Builders from Cyrus 
arrived to paint the front of the mill.  With their handy cherry picker, they painted the top two floors.  The first floor was 
painted by Board Members and volunteers while they drank a lot of coffee and solved the world’s problems.  This was the 
crowning piece nearing the end of the long period of restoration.  Some work was done each year as funds allowed. 
 The first important job was to reinforce the foundation of the back corner. While working on the back, siding and 
trim boards were replaced and windows were repaired.  After the basement door was rebuilt, the entire back of the mill 
was painted. 
 Next was the work on the south side with trim boards and siding replaced and windows repaired.  It should be 
noted that all construction and materials met the Secretary of the Interior’s standards for the treatment of historic 
properties. 
 Most noticeable is the rebuilt stage in front of the mill with the added deck for the sound engineer. The grounds 
were beautifully landscaped in the back making a park-like setting. 
 The board members spent over a week in the basement cleaning out a hundred years worth of debris.  There was 
enough to fill a large dumpster.  During this time, deterioration and twisting was observed on the North side of the 
foundation.  It will be necessary to brace the building, provide exterior drainage and re-point the foundation. 
 The North side steps will be replaced. Restoration and painting will have to be done to this side at a later date. 



DESCENDANTS   OF 

JONAS DANELZ VISIT 
The mill was opened on June 29 for a special 

visit by three generations of the Danelz family.  The 
group included great grandchildren to great, great, great 
grandchildren who came from Illinois and Georgia. 
 Jonas Danelz, who lived in Swift Falls, built the 
third mill and the stone arch bridge in 1903.  
 “Jonas came from Sweden with his mother,” 
said great grandson, Ron. “They first lived in New York 
before they moved to Swift Falls.  Their original name 
was Danielszon.” 
 The group was impressed with the condition of 
the mill and what has been recorded.  
 There was much amusement and debate about 
whether a picture was of Jonas Danelz or George 
Wheeler as there was a strong resemblance. 

A story passed through the years tells about 
Jonas always keeping a bottle of whiskey hidden by his 
register in his Swift Falls mill.  “He would give his 
customer a little shot to go along with their business.” 

 
 Those in the group were Susan, Ron, Kristine, 
Bob, Gerret, Debbie, Mark, Ani, and David. Ron and Bob 
are Great Grandsons. David is a Great, Great Grandson. 
Ani, Gerret, Ron and Bob are Great, Great, Great 
Grandchildren. 
 

I M P O R T A N T ! 
Do we have your email address? 

 Due to our current financial status, we 
will no longer be sending mill information by US 
Postal Service. 
 We still wish to keep you informed of the 
great events and what’s going on at the mill. 

PLEASE SEND YOUR NAME 
AND EMAIL ADDRESS TO: 

TerraceMN@aol.com
 

POCAHONTAS: 
A SERIOUS HIT 

The tenth season of TMF Children’s Theatre 
opened with the historical play, Pocahontas.  

“This is the first serious show that we’ve done,” 
says director Julie Lloyd.   “We usually do mythical or 
comedy productions.  It’s more difficult to do a serious 
show and it amazes me every year what the kids can 
do.” 

The story centered on Pocahontas who wished 
to help the settlers of Jamestown and who also was 
trying to increase the friendship between the two groups.  
 Staging and costumes were done as 
authentically as possible.  Jan Devick, who has a degree 
in Native American Studies, was a big help with the 
costumes and teaching the cast a Native American lore.  

 
Children who portrayed the Algonquin Tribe 

were: Carma Hauge, Lucy Lloyd, Noel Schieler, Ashley 
Bakko, Paige Miller, Colton LaSota, Laura Langan and 
Raechel Segaar. 
 Settlers of Jamestown were: Coleton Lahr, 
Jenna Fischer, Chantelle Strom, Rachel Bakko, Blair 
Andersen, Courtney Lahr, Andrea Holthusen, Carson 
Lahr, Tristin Heald, Clayton Lahr and Emily Bakko. 

Adults who assisted with the performance were 
Jan Devick, Robert Greenfield, Ann Eskelson and Steve 
Jensen. 
 The play was sponsored in part by Lake Region 
Arts Council, Hitech Electronics and by the generous 
donations of parents and friends. 
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HOW ABOUT AN  
OLD-FASHIONED  

4TH OF JULY PICNIC? 
          Photos and article by Jana Thornton 
 
How did you celebrate independence? For all of 

America, the Fourth of July has become synonymous 
with picnics, outdoor cooking and summer fun. In 
Terrace, we have the perfect location for a nostalgic visit 
to the past and we enjoyed a relaxing afternoon in the 
open air. We mixed our gathering with a nice sunny day 
filled with blue skies, a light breeze blowing through the 
air, burgers and brats sizzling on the grill, cold lemonade 
& hot coffee. 

After the majority of the munching took place, it 
was time for the games to begin. All kinds of summer 
games were hosted by the mill and emceed by Lucy 
Lloyd. Thanks Lucy! Enjoyed by all ages were a variety 
of relay races, tosses and laughter. Friendly competition 
and timeless favorites. Children as young as two years 
old and as old as dirt, were participating in AND 
WINNING vouchers they later redeemed for cash prizes. 

 

 
Continuing tradition in a traditional place . . . we 

held a 21 turtle salute. The “Great Turtle Race” is a most 
popular event. The turtles are placed in the center of a 
circle in a wire cage. The cage is lifted and contestants 
cheer their turtles on until they cross out of a circle 
painted a few feet out from the original enclosure. 

           
 
Special thanks to the Martins, especially the 

guys, Kasey and Jonah, for catching and providing the 
majority of the turtles for the races. Most of the turtles 
were released into the millpond at the close of the event. 

 
Sponsored in part by Tastefully Simple 

and Lake Region Arts Council 
                   THANKS 
             2009 SPONSORS 

Bonanza Valley Bank 
Conway, Deuth & Schmiessing 

Dreaming River Studio 
Eagle Bank 

Glenwood State Bank 
Glenwood Fire Department 

HiTec Electric 
Janagraphics 

Mike & Patrice Johnson 
Lake Region Arts Council 

David McRoberts/Kathy Stofer 
Margaret Pederson 

Pope County Appropriation 
Red Hen House Retreat 

Tastefully Simple 
Terrace Store Company 

Lola Underwood 
The continuing and generous support of our  

sponsors has enabled us to preserve  
this important historical site as a  
source of cultural enrichment in  

West Central Minnesota. 



HUCK FINN HAS  
LARGEST CAST AND  

DRAWS LARGEST CROWD 
 The huge audience had a very special treat on 
August 12th and 13th when Julie Lloyd directed another 
one of her masterpieces.  This fantastic adaptation of 
Mark Twain’s work was by Joseph Caruso and Edward 
Redding. 
 The huge cast was headed by Channing 
Mithaugen as Huck Finn and Patrick Rooney as Tom 
Sawyer.  Also in the cast were: Lucy Lloyd, Chris White, 
Erin Ditmarson, William White, Julia Larson, Mary 
Larson, Courtney Lahr, Carma Hauge, Carson Lahr, 
Blair Andersen, Raechel Segaar, Sabrina Odigie, 
Brandon Haas, Hannah McDonald, Coleton Lahr, Jorgen 
Scott and Caleb Wuollet. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Those in the ensemble were: Wei-Wen Huang, 
Erin Rooney, Jadrian Thompson, Mary Wuollet, Jenna 
Fischer, Joe Hauge, Chad Hauge, Anna Larson, Gavin 
Warnock, Allie Payne, Ellen Pflaster, Colton LaSota, 
Rebecca Clark and Bonita Odigie. 
 Lucy Lloyd was the Assistant Director and 
created the awesome choreography.  Joe Hauge was 
the Stage Manager. 
 The busy stage crew consisted of Blair 
Andersen , Brandon Haas, Coleton Lahr, Jorgen Scott, 
Caleb Wuollet, Chad Hauge, Gavin Warnock and 
Carson Lahr.  
 

 
TMF ANNUAL MEETING 
 Thursday, June 3, - 7 PM 

Terrace Store Company 
    All members are welcome. 
Refreshments will be served. 

 
 

SHIRLEY EVANSTAD 
TEACHES HALLINGDAL  

A large class met at the Terrace Sportsman’s 
Club Sept. 24 – 26. The focus was on the rosemale style 
that started in the Hallingdal region of Norway.  This 
approach uses flowers as a focus more than scrolls.  
The designs are symmetrical, but not necessarily a 
mirror image. The colors are bright, strong and opaque 
with a minimum of shading. 

 
The project for this class was a candle holder or, 

as the class decided to call this beautiful finished project: 
a “lys holden.” 

The climax of the class was an evaluation of the 
large number of pieces that were entered in this year’s 
competition. Those that went home with the highest 
prizes were: Charlotte Norlien in the Beginner’s class; 
Carol Braaten in the Intermediate group and Judy Ewing 
in the Advanced category.  The Best of Show, or 
“Bedrift,” went to Jeannie Ryerson. 

NEW EXHIBIT PLANNED 

 
What were the women doing while the men were 

bringing the grains to the mill?  That’s the question that 
will be answered with the new exhibit in the large glass 
case on the first floor of the mill. 

Many of the home activities could be broken 
down into washing, ironing, mending, baking, cleaning, 
scrubbing and resting. A set of towels was designed and 
created by lifetime member, Anne Dickershaid, with the 
help of Bob Greenfield. 

These towels will be used to categorize the 
period pieces that will be put on display 



 

                    FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 This will be our final hard copy of the TMF Newsletter  
and it is dedicated to the memory of Dale Ogdahl. Due to the 
recent financial climate, we have decided to post the calendar 
of events and news updates online: www.terracemill.org  In 
2011, we hope to offer a Heritage Festival again.  This year, 
we will continue to concentrate our efforts and funds on 
restoration and maintenance of the mill.  A very special thanks 
to Lake Region Arts Council for many years of generous 
financial administrative support and the funds to allow us  to 
remain a major arts provider in the community.  I am very 
excited about a new project, “The Clown Academy.”  Check it 
out.   Kudos to Bob Greenfield who was our writer, editor and 
publisher of our newsletter.                 Richard  

 

Clown Academy 
With Professor Friendly 
July 5 – 8                                              Fee: $31.00 
3 – 7 PM                                   Do not send cash! 

Checks payable to: TMF/CA 
Early Registration Form 

(You may mail this before June 1) 
Name______________________________________ 
Age__________ Phone________________________ 
Address____________________________________ 
Town________________ State__________________ 
Email address: _______________________________ 
Emergency contact Person: 
Name______________________________________ 
Phone______________________________________  

Please wear sneakers or sandals with backs.  No flip flops. 
There will be a  break at 5:00 PM. 

You may want to bring a bag lunch and a water bottle. 
Water, pop and ice cream will be sold in mill. 
Questions? Call Richard at 320-278-3253 

Mail to: TMF/CA 19058 Dreaming River Dr. Terrace, MN 56334 

 
DON’T MISS THE NEW RAFFLE 

2010 items are: 
*Beautiful new hand crocheted tablecloth 

*Elegant hand painted rosemale plate 
*One-of-a-kind old stained glass window 

Tickets ($1.00 each) will be sold at 
Terrace Mill and Terrace Store. 

Drawing to be held Sept. 26 
  

http://www.terracemill.org/


FULL DAY AT 
31ST ANNUAL 

FIDDLERS’ CONTEST 
Article by Jim Olsen 

 
What a wonderful day the Terrace Mill 

Foundation had celebrating its 31st Annual Fiddlers 
Contest.  The venders were all set up ready to make our 
shopping pleasures a snap with apples, paintings and 
jewelry.  

The Mill kitchen was booming with activity 
making the atmosphere smell delicious with the 
wonderful aroma of brats, beans, cold slaw and 
barbecue.   Let's not forget the desserts! 

Who doesn't like fiddle music? There were over 
300 people, young and old sitting out front on the lawn 
listening to the wonderful tunes being played by the 
fiddle contestants. 

To have a contest you need judges.  This year 
we had Gilmore Lee from Maple Plain, MN; Ann Schluter 
from Moorhead, MN and Loy Larson from Fargo ND. 
They did an outstanding job picking out the best fiddlers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The contest consisted of 26 players with ages 

ranging from 6 to 82. Of course everyone can't be a 
winner; but the non winners were awarded with a 
participant award. This year's winners are as follows: 

Small Fry: 
1st place- Maria Mathison from Foreston, MN 
2nd place- Anthony Mack from Olivia, MN 
3rd place- Hannah Greenstein from Minneapolis, MN 

Junior A: 
 1st place- Alicia Neuman from Avon, MN 
 2nd place- Devin Mathison from Foerston, MN 
 3rd place- Joel Finsaas from New London, MN 

Junior B: 
 1st place- Claudia Finsaas from New London, MN 
 2nd place- Kathlyn Ek from Ramsey, MN 
 3rd place- Priscilla Finsaas from New London, MN 

Intermediate: 
 1st place- Lydia Finsaas from New London MN 
 2nd place- Dempsey Schroeder from Pennock, MN 
 3rd place- Melyssa Trumble from Alexandria, MN 

Adult: 
 1st place- Lee Cowan from Oak Grove, MN 
 2nd place- Donald Schuck from Paynesville, MN 
 3rd place- Per Ostigaard from Hoffman, MN 

Open Class: 
 1st place grand Prize- Claudia, Finsaas (Overall winner) 
 2nd place- Lydia Finsaas  
 3rd place- Alicia Neuman 

The annual Fiddlers Contest won't and cannot 
happen without volunteers giving their time and talents 
to the contest. I want to give my heart filled thanks to 
everyone who had something to do with this great event. 
The Mill Foundation board members who put this event 
in place, all of the people that worked the kitchen, the 
volunteers who sat at the gates and answered 
questions, and of course all who help set up the mill 
before hand so it was ready for the days event. As with 
any event there is the clean up crew who did an 
outstanding job doing so. If I have forgotten anybody 
please forgive me and thank you for your support. 

For our 32nd contest coming this September we 
need your support. If you would like to help or support 
this event please call Jim or Rosanne at 320-634-3490. 
All are welcomed. 

If you know of any fiddlers that might like to play 
or know of venders who have home made items to sell, 
please give them our phone number. 

Again, thanks for the wonderful time. See you 
this coming fall!! 

GRANT REQUESTS: 2009 – 2010 
Submitted by Michael Johnson 

RESTORATION AND MAINTENANCE 
Phase III Restoration and Maintenance 2009 

 The Minnesota Historical Society matching grant 
application for replacing siding and painting the second and 
third floors of the front of the mill was not funded.  Funds for 
these projects were derived through donations from TMF 
members, Board of Directors and sponsors from Kentucky, 
Tennessee and Florida. 
 The upper floors were completed in early summer by 
Countryside Builders, Cyrus, MN. The ground level beneath 
the overhang was completed by TMF volunteers just prior to 
the September Fiddlers’ Contest.  The total cost of this project 
was $3,600.00. 

Stabilization of the 
North Wall of the Foundation, 2010 

 A Minnesota Historical and Cultural Grant Application 
for Historic Preservation has been submitted requesting 
$25,088.00.  If funded, work will begin in August, 2010 and be 
completed October 1, 2010. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT 
 LRAC (Lake Region Arts Council) support grant for 
2010 has been submitted for $2,120.  These funds are to pay 
the wages of the Site Manager/Docent. 

PERFORMING ARTS 
Children’s Theatre, 2010 

 The LRAC funded our grant request for 
$1,040.00.  This will be used for the Children’s Theatre 
workshops and productions.  Additional funds for this 
worthwhile project were made available through 
Tastefully Simple ($250.00). 

Clown Academy 
 Funding for the new TMF Clown Academy is 
being sponsored by an anonymous donor in memory of 
John Eskelson. 

Heritage Festival, 2011 
 An LRAC  Legacy Grant for the support of 2011 
Heritage Festival will be submitted in September, 2010. 



MINUTES AWAY 

10,000 YEARS AGO 
Article by Dave McRoberts 

 
About six or seven miles south east of Terrace 

on Highway 104, one could look from a hill top and see 
how the land looked in pre settlement days.  This land 
was formed from when the glaciers deposited 10,000 
years ago.  This hilltop (pull off on north east part of 
preserve) overlooks The Nature Conservancy tract 
known as Ordway Prairie.  Something new awaits your 
senses no matter when you visit Ordway Prairie!      

This amazing 581 acre prairie remnant is what 
remains of what was once the landscape in Western 
Minnesota.  There is less than ½ of one percent of native 
prairie remaining in Minnesota.  This prairie remnant is 
awash in color from early May until November.  The 
beauty of this prairie is that it changes color weekly with 
new prairie flowers and grasses blooming almost daily.  
The Pasque Flower is the earliest to bloom.  The name 
comes from French, passe-fleur, the change in spelling 
of the first word was due to an association with archaic 
pasque ‘Easter’ (because of the plant's flowering around 
Easter).  Later in the Spring the tiny flowers of the Blue-
Eyed-Grass tints a light blue color over the steep slopes 
in the southern and eastern parts of the prairie remnant.  
As the season progresses, there are dozens of other 
colorful flowers that will intrigue the senses.  If you are 
lucky, you might find a White Lady’s Slipper close to one 
of the sloughs.  This species is listed as one of special 
concern in Minnesota.  During the autumn, one will see 
many Asters and Goldenrods.  The sea of grasses late 
in the year will really show their colors, namely the Big 
Blue Stem and the Little Blue Stem.  

There are rare butterflies and other insects of 
interest.  If you enjoy bird watching, you will see rare 
sparrows and an occasional Upland Sandpiper, (you will 
hear the melodic “pulip pulip” likely before you see the 
bird).  One of my favorite prairie birds is the Bobolink; it 
looks like it put its suit on backwards! Hawks, Eagles, 
Osprey, Pelicans and Turkey Vultures will be the large 
birds flying above.  More and more wild Turkeys are 
seen in this area, and early morning brings out their 
“gobble gobble.”  The evening will get the owls moving 
and a Great Horned Owl is not uncommon to see at 
dusk. 

Take a short trip down the road from Terrace 
and be amazed at what awaits you any time of year!      

WATERCOLOR EXHIBIT IN 
WHEELER GALLERY 

Article by Jeff Thornton 
I was privileged to be asked to curate this year’s 

art show at the Terrace Mill.  
The gallery was filled with delightful pieces from 

5 artists including: Karen Reed, Faythe Mills, Bonnie 
Smith, Kathy Peterson & Pearl Ziegenhagen. There 
were several works by each artist, so hanging the show 
was a joyful challenge. The main wall as you entered the 
gallery had 5 pieces representing each artist. As you 

walked around, the other spaces were filled wondrous 
landscapes, scenes with people, animals and still lifes by 
each of the artists. Faythe Mills from Glenwood had a 
piece entitled “Sittin’ on the Rock of the Bay.“ Great color 
and rendition of the seagull – a great piece. This one 
was placed on the main wall.  

Another favorite work entitled “Grey Barn in 
Autumn” by Karen Reede from Paynesville was also 
featured on the on the main wall. Nice color & 
composition. The featured work by Bonnie Smith from 
Willmar for the main wall entitled “Summertime” was a 
nice piece, incorporating interesting greens & browns. 
Also featured on the main wall was a watercolor called, 
“Whiteface River“ by Kathy Peterson that really had that 
winter feel with nice color and reflections in the river.  

An interesting piece by Pearl Ziegenhagen that 
also hung on the main wall showed off not only the 
ability to do still life, but it also had a great abstract feel 
along with it being a multi media piece with intense color. 
The whole show held up well.  

The opening was also a great success. Not only 
did we have great weather, but we had Bob Greenfield 
organizing & putting together a great spread of goodies 
& table areas for all of us to gather and talk about the 
show.  

Definitely check out our beautiful website, 
www.terracemill.org, where several pieces by the 
above artists are featured. The Mill always features great 
art in its gallery each year. If someone has an idea for a 
show, you can email or call Terrace Mill. All contact info 
is on the website and in this newsletter. Gallery show 
ideas are always welcome and considered. 

       

Sponsored in part by Tastefully Simple 
& Lake Region Arts Council 



 


